From at least the beginnings of the eighteenth-century abolition movement, black people in Britain urged political change locally, throughout the empire, and in the United Statesa presence and intellectual contribution that is too often overlooked by historians of the British left. This public critique, pronounced from speaking podiums and in newspapers, 
A letter to the editor is a public intervention. It allows readers to enter the pages of the newspaper, voice their views, and join a conversation. The letter to the editor section affords an opportunity for readers to appear in print-a distinctly modern media phenomenon, as printing technologies became less expensive, and more common. Walter
Benjamin identi ed this moment as comprising a fundamental shift in the relationship of reader and writer-"it began with the space set aside for 'letters to the editor' in the daily press, " he writes, until any European could nd somewhere to print their thoughts. sexuality: "it is untrue that sexual passion is stronger in Africans than in Europeans. And it is untrue that sexual connection between an African male and European female is injurious to a European female. " Leys argues that the belief that sexual passion is stronger in Africans is "one of the great sources of race hatred" and "should never be repeated by any honest man or honest newspaper. " Morel writes to respond a few days later, dimissing Leys' charge, stating that the question of "whether sexual passion is stronger in the African" is one "upon which it is possible to hold different views without inging about charges of dishonesty. " He concludes by aunting his credentials, among "those who have been defending the African peoples against race exploitation and race prejudice for more years than Dr. Leyds [sic] has spent in East Africa. "
McKay's letter to the editor was printed for the readers of the Dreadnought but made its appeal much more widely. He calls for British socialists to be more accountable to victims of empire. In his complaint to the Daily Herald, McKay questions the political commitments of a socialist paper that circulates such racist vitriol. He argues:
The stopping of French exploitation and use of the North African conscripts (not mercenaries, as your well-informed correspondent insists they are) against the Germans is clearly a matter upon which the French Socialists should take united action. But not as you have done. 
Notably, the white women held up in 1920 were working class, impoverished, and often prostitutes. This embrace of the white womanhood of prostitutes comprises a departure from Victorian de nitions of whiteness, in which working class women were less white than middle and upper class women who remained in the private realm. Radhika
Mohanram explores the ways gender, race, and class came to de ne whiteness in the Victorian age, particularly noting the Contagious Disease Act of the 1860s, which imprisoned white prostitutes who had contracted venereal diseases, the incidence of which increased signi cantly when troops returned from India after the Sepoy Rebellion. Mohanram concludes, "whiteness was not just about racial differences, but also about the covering over of class differences in the threat of black violence"-an observation that applies even more so to this moment in 1920, when the class and occupation of the women is much less a concern than their race. Coloured men from the North cannot be sent into the South for propaganda purposes, for they will be lynched. White men from the North will be beaten and, if they don't leave, they will also be lynched. A like fate awaits coloured women. But the South is boastful of its spirit of chivalry. It believes that it is the divinely-appointed guardian of sacred white womanhood, and it professes to disfranchise, outrage and lynch Negro men and women solely for the protection of white women.
It seems then that the only solution to the problem is to get white women to carry the message of socialism to both white and black workers. man-who is not a British subject perhaps-felt this keenly, and he put his letter in this paper; and I, as editor, felt he had a right to put it there and point out to the workers that unemployment is caused by deeper things than this. " 
